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Using ‘Adventures in Art’


 

‘Adventures in Art’ is a commercial text series published by the Davis Publishing House for use in the elementary classroom.  Sets were purchased for use at all elementary schools in the district in 1998.   This text and the accompanying reproductions are available for you to use for your presentations in the classroom.  

Each grade level text contains approximately 60 lessons in Art.  To help you and the teaching staff choose which lesson to use, a committee of Art teachers in the district have identified 20 core lessons at each grade level that exemplifies the best of what these texts have to offer.  They cover two-dimensional media areas such as drawing, painting, and papercrafts.   Supplemental lessons are listed for the best activities in three dimensional media, such as clay. 

Core lessons are listed for each grade level in this section of the handbook.  It begins with an overview of all the identified core and supplemental lessons, and is followed by a more list for each grade level.  Each lesson in these texts is supplemented with poster sized reproductions. 

Grades three- five have one set of student texts (30) for each grade level in the school.  Grades one and two have “Big Books,” a student text in a large format that the teacher uses in front of the class.  Kindergarten materials come in ‘kits’ with their own set of reproductions and teacher notes.  There are no texts or big books at this level.  Work with the Kindergarten teacher to use these materials.  Teacher texts for grades 1-5 are available to check-out from the docent coordinator at your school if you want to take them home.  

Reproductions of artworks are annotated with notes on the back about the artist and the artwork.  This same information is published in a booklet that comes with the set of prints. Do not check out the artwork itself to study before your presentation.  Instead, ask your docent coordinator to check out the booklet (or copy of it ) to use for study.   Information about the prints and the artists are also available on the Internet at www. Davis-art.com. There is one full set of prints for each grade level in the school available for use.  Contact your docent coordinator to check them out for use in the classroom.  

If your school already has Shorewood prints available for use, you will find that the Davis prints will complement these nicely.  The Davis materials are more culturally diverse than the Shorewood prints, and contain more examples of work by women and contemporary artists.  If you want to use the Davis curriculum as a basis for your presentations, work with your cooperating teacher to plan your lesson. 
